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BY THE COMMISS]ON:

By its application filed JuIy 29, L996, Sprint Communica-
tions Company L.P. (Sprint) seeks an amendment to its Certificate
of Public Convenience and Necessity to provide locaI exchange
telecommunications service within the state of Nebraska. Notice
of the application appeared in the Omaha Daily Record on JuIy 30,
7996. The following parties filed petitions for formal inter-
vention: Arapahoe Telephone; AT&T; Blair Telephone; Benkelman
Telephone; Cambridge Telephone; Clarks Telephone; Consolidated
Tel-co, Inc. ,' Consol j-dated Telephone; Cozad Telephone; DilIer
Telephone; Glenwood Telephone Membership Corporati-on; Hartington
Telephone; Henderson Cooperative Telephone; Hershey Cooperative
Telephone; K & M Telephone; Keystone-Arthur Telephone,. Lincoln
Telephone & Telegraph (now Aliant Communications); MCI; Nebraska
Independent Telephone Association; Nebraska Telephone Asso-
ciation,' Pierce Telephone; Plainview Telephone,. Southeast
Nebraska Telephone; Stanton Telephone,' US West Communications and
Wauneta Telephone.
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on January 6, 1997, sprint filed an amended application in
the above matter stating it proposes to provide services only in
the areas currentry served by us west communications (us west),
GTE Midwest (GTE), Aliant Communications (AIiant) and United
Terephone company of the lr]est (united) . A public hearing was
held on February 11, 1991, in the Commission Hearing Room.

In addition to the exhibits which are a part of the record,
the appricant provided testimony of the folrowing witness:

Peter N. Sywenki, testified on behalf of Sprint as foll_ows:

sprint is a limited partnership consisting of one generar
and three l-imited partners, df1 of which are whoIly-owned
subsidiaries of Sprint corporation. Sprint's headquarters are
Iocated at 8140 Ward Parkway, Kansas City, Missouri. Sprint
Corporation's headquarters are located at 2330 Shawnee ivlission
Parkway, Westwood, Kansas.

Sprint was granted a Certificate of Public Convenience and
Necessity to provide intrastate, interLA?A service on Aug:ust 5,
1985, pursuant to Applicati-on No. c-552. sprint's certificate of
Pub1ic Convenience and Necessity was subseguently expanded by tne
Commission to authorize it to provide certain intraLATA services
in connection with Application No. c-610 on December 76, 1986.
sprint's experience in providing both interLATA and intraLATA
service in Nebraska wilI assist Sprint in providing local
exchange and exchange access service in the requested service
areas.

Sprint has extensive managerial and technical experience in
the provisioning, marketing and operation of tel-ecommunications
facilities and services in Nebraska. Sprint Corporation, through
its local telecommunj-cations dlvision, currently provides local-
terephone service to more than 6.4 milrion customers in 19
states. Sprint is the nation's third largest long distance com-
pany. Consequently, both Sprlnt and its parent company, Sprint
corporation, are werr acquainted with providing dial tone ser-
vj-ce, access to 911 service, network monitoring and maintenance,
as wel] as complying with aII applicable state commission rul-es
and regulations.

Sprint possesses ample financial resources to provide the
proposed services. As a who11y-owned subsidiary of sprint cor-poration, the applicant has the comprete backing of its parent.
sprint corporation will al-so provide managerial, technical, and
operational resources to Sprint. Sprint has an excellent senior
management team, backed by thousands of experienced enployees who
are competent in engineering, operations and marketing.
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Sprlnt will provide resold and facillties-based local-
exchange servj-ces only in territories served by US West, GTE,
Al-iant and United. Sprint wilI initially provide service by
reselling the services of the incumbent loca1 exchange carrier
(ILEC) and will deploy its own facilities as economic factors,
includinq customer demand, dictate and a1low.

Sprint is familiar with the Laws and regulations of the
Commission governing 1oca.l- exchange telecommunications services
in Nebraska and will provide service in accordance wlth all Iaws,
rules and regulations to the extent they are not preempted by the
Federal Act. In relation to Sprint's provision of local ex-
change service, the repair, maintenance, ordering, provisioning
and billing will be provided by Sprint j-n a hiqh qualj-ty manner,
consistent with the standards enumerated in Commission Rul-e 002,
Local Exchange Service.

Sprint acknowledges its obligation to aid in maint.ainlng the
goal of universal local service, to the extent nondiscriminatory,
competitively-neutral universal service funding mechanisms are
established by the Commission, so that affordable basic Iocal
exchange service is available. Sprint is committed to protecting
the public safety and welfare through the provision of 911 ser-
vice. Sprint will ensure that its customers have access to 911
service, directory assistance, telecommunications relay service
and other services deemed essential for health, safety and other
reasons.

No other parties introduced testimony or evidence.

I

OPINION AND FINDINGS

I

On February 8, 1996, President Clinton signed into law the
Tel-ecommunications Act of 1996 (the Act) . One primary purpose of
the Act is to promote the development of competition in loca1
exchange service markets. This Commission finds that it should
embrace and adopt the pro-competitive policies of the Act. The
Commission further finds there is a strong likelihood that
certain benefits wiII flow from a competj-tive environment, such
as improved efficiency in the provision of services,' accelerated
deplolrment of technological innovations; improved customer
service; innovative servj-ces to meet consumer needs and choice of
providers for consumers.

As it currentl-y does when evaluating applicatj-ons for
certificates of authority to provide interLATA interexchange
services, the Commission wilI consider this application for
authority in light of the following criteria and standards:
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(a) Whether the
required by

(e) Whether the applicant
managerial competence
service; and
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applicant has provided the j-nformation
the Commission;

T

(b) Whether the applicant has provided a perforr,ance
bond, if required,'

(c) Whether the applicant possesses adequate financial
resources to provide the proposed service;

(d) Whether the applicant possesses adequate technical
competence and resources to provide the proposed
service,'

possesses adequate
to provide the proposed

(f) Whet.her granting the applicant a certificate preserves
and advances universal service, protecLs the public
safety and welfare and ensures the continued quality of
telecommunications services and safeguards the rights
of consumers, pursuant to Section 253(b) of the Act.

Sprint has demonstrated it meets the standards of financial,
technical and managerj-aI competence and a1] other criteria
necessary to provide l-ocal exchange service, both facilities-
based and resa.Ie, in Nebraska. No party to this proceeding
refuted sprint's competence. No performance bond is required.

Before Sprint is allowed to provide l_ocal
to its users:

exchange service

(a) Sprint, either through negotiation or arbitraLion,
must reach an interconnectj-on agreement wj-th the
j-ncumbent local exchange carrieri

(b) The Commission must
agreement,' and

approve the interconnection

I

(c) Sprint must file, and the Commission must approve,
tariff in accordance with the provisions of Section
002.21 of Neb. Admin. R. & Regs. tit. 29t, ch. 5.

a

A stipulation was entered into by the parties. The
intervenors who participated in the stipulation maintain the
right and opportunity to contest any future application of Sprint
to expand its service territory in the state of Nebraska.
Nothing in the'stipuration sharr in any way rimit sprint,s right
ilr connection with any such future application (s) to
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demonsLrate to the Commission the applicant's
such criteria or standards established by the
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satisfaction of any
Commissi-on.

the Nebraska Public Service
C-1386 be and is hereby granted.

As a provider of }ocal exchange service in the state of
Nebraska, Sprint would be subject to the same 1aws, rules and
regulations, both federal and state (including any laws, rules or
regulations regarding universal service, restrictions on joint
marketing and quality of service), applicable to any other local
exchangre company except those obligations imposed on incumbent
Iocal exchange carriers pursuant to Section 25L(c)of the Act.

ORDER

IT IS
Commission

THEREFORE OP.DERED by
that Application No.

I
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that upon final approval of the

interconnection agreements, Sprint is granted authority to
provide local exchange service, both on a resale basis and
facilities basis, in the areas served by US West, GTE, Aliant and
United. Sprint must make further application to this Commission
for authority to provide loca1 exchange service outside these
areas.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Sprint is obligated to abide by
the same Iaws, rules and regulations, both federal and state
(including any laws, rules or regulations regarding universal
service, restrictions on joint marketing and quality of service),
applicable to other local exchange carriers except obligations
imposed on j-ncumbent l-ocal- exchange carriers pursuant to Section
251 of the Act.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the applicant shall file, in
accordance with the applicable statutes on or before ApriI 3Oth
of each yearr drr annual report with this Commission consisting of
(a) a copy of any report filed with the Federal Communications
Commission, (b) a copy of any annual report to stockholders, (c)
a copy of the latest Form 10-K filed with the Securities and
Exchange Commission, (d) a balance sheet and income statement for
the previous year of operation and (e) for the State of Nebraska
on a combined interstate-intrastate basis, the investment in
telephone plant and equipment located within the state,
accumulated depreciation thereon, operating revenues, operating
expenses, and taxes.
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IT IS FINALLY ORDERED that this Order be and hereby is made

ttre Commission's official Certificate of Public Conveni-ence and
Necessity to the applicant to provlde local exchange service in
the territories served by US West, Aliant, GTE and United.

MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 10th day of
March, 7991.

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
(- ING

Chairman ./ J

ATTEST: I/ /s/ /Rod Johnson
/ / s/ / Frank E. Landi s

Executlve Dire
COMMISSIONERS DISSENTI[IG :

/ /s/ /Daniel G. Uru.,iller

I
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